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Legend has it that the unit ‘barn’ was established in 1942 by physicists M.G. Holloway and C.P. Baker while they
were having dinner at the Purdue Memorial Union. They came up with the name because 10-24cmz2 is "as big as
a barn" for a nuclear reaction process. Professor Alex Sesonske (School Head, 1966-1973) taught in his class that
the term came from the common Midwest expression, “someone was such a bad shot at hunting that they couldn't
hit the broad side of a barn,” implying that the probability of neutrons passing through nuclei to cause fission is so
rare, their aim could be equated to that of bad hunters. Hope you enjoy the news. Boiler up!
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD

Greetings from the Purdue University School of Nuclear Engineering!

As we step into this new season, I'm thrilled to share exciting updates from our vibrant community. We
take immense pride in celebrating the accomplishments of our students, faculty and staff, including the
remarkable achievements of our distinguished 2024 graduates such as Tetyana Martin, the first graduate
of the online Master of Nuclear Engineering. | want to express my deepest gratitude to our dedicated
faculty, staff and students whose unwavering commitment continues to elevate the impact of our school.

Exciting developments await us, including Purdue’s groundbreaking study on small modular reactors
(SMRs) in collaboration with the Indiana Office of Energy Development, as well as our ongoing
partnership with Duke Energy in the SMR Feasibility Study.

I invite you to stay connected with us through our website and social media channels for the latest
updates on our initiatives.

Wishing you a great summer,
Hail Purdue and Boiler Up!

Seungjin Kim
Capt. James F. McCarthy, Jr. and Cheryl E. McCarthy
Head of the School of Nuclear Engineering
Purdue University
Click here to visit the school website.
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, huclear engineeringlLefteri Tsoukalas
professor and director of the Center for
Intelligent Energy Systems (CIENS), is

co-leading Purdue’s newest initiative
Leading Energy-Transition Advances
and Pathways to Sustainability (LEAPS)
, alongside Chemical Engineering’s
Fabio Ribeiro. LEAPS aims to unlock a
new level of research and education
innovation that will cross disciplines,
link campus expertise, and empower
future engineers and entrepreneurs to
lead the next generation of sustainable,
affordable and reliable energy.

Read more.

The School of Nuclear Engineering held
its annual awards ceremony and
presented awards to presented awards
to students, faculty and staff
throughout the school. Team INL-HPMR
won the Academic Achievement Award
Senior Design Project showcase. In
addition, Chloe Yoder became the first
female NE student to earn an NRC
Reactor Operators License.

Read more.
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Xiaoyuan Lou

Read more.

Read more.

Seungjin Kim

Read more.
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